
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome/Bienvenue/Aaniin! 

A warm welcome is extended to Dr. Steve McLeod. Dr. 
McLeod will be working full time in the ED, recently 
relocated to North Bay from Deep River, he brings several 
years of ED experience. Dr. McLeod graduated from NOSM 
with a medical degree and completed his residency at the 
University of Ottawa in the Rural Medicine Stream. Dr. 
McLeod previously worked in the ED at the Deep River & 
District Hospital. 

An equally warm welcome to Roxanne Thibault-Groulx who 
started working at the WNGH as a new part-time Dietary 
Aide, Roxanne is from Warren and is married with 2 children. 

A warm welcome is extended to Linda Imbeau, a new 
temporary part-time service attendant. Linda was originally 
from Sturgeon Falls, after many years of living in the big city, 
Linda and her husband have returned home. Welcome 
back Linda! 

We are pleased to welcome Natalie Lafontaine, part-time 
RPN to the WNGH. 

A warm welcome back is extended to Cedric Gingras-Hill, 
permanent full-time Physiotherapist at the WNGH. 

An equally warm welcome to Eric Phillion, part-time Personal 
Support Worker to the WNGH 

Please join me in welcoming Dr. McLeod, Roxanne, Linda, 
Natalie, Cedric and Eric to the WNGH. 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month, pink/black t-shirt Fridays and pumpkin spice 
everything!! #Findacure 

Pink T-shirts Are Back 

Same partnerships, same great cause and same dedicated participants but with a new look. 
“Black is the new pink”… Support Breast Cancer Awareness Month by purchasing a t-shirt for 
20$ and wearing it proudly every Friday for the month of October at the WNGH and in the 
community of West Nipissing! This annual awareness and fundraising campaign is 
spearheaded by the West Nipissing Fire Fighters. Over the past many years, this event has 
raised awareness and improved our equipment purchased in the detection of breast cancer. 
Over the years, we have surpassed our expectations. Purchase your black t-shirts and wear 
them proudly, we are all making a difference one t-shirt at a time!  

 

Cynthia Désormiers         October 2019 

Upcoming Events 

Every Friday of October: Pink/Black T-shirts 

October 18, 2019: Breast Cancer Awareness 
Campaign Firetruck Photo  

 

October 31, 2019: WNGH Halloween Costume 
Theme Day 

October 31, 2019: WNGH Kids’ Safe Halloween 
at the complex 

November 15, 2019: WNGH Foundation 
Appreciation Breakfast 

November 22, 2019: Hunting Theme Day 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IPM Update 

What an exciting event for the community 
of Verner/West Nipissing and to all of those 
involved in making this event a huge 
success. During and leading up to the IPM, 
WNGH was heavily involved in the 
coordination of Emergency Services and 
without tooting our own horn, I think we all 
did an amazing job!! Working with our 
partners at EMS, OPP, and West Nipissing 
Fire Services most certainly allowed us to 
establish solid contingency plans and a very 
effective response team. Many thanks to 
everyone who worked diligently on the 
forefront here during the IPM to ensure we 
received our patients & guests in a warm, 
professional and effective manner. Lots of 
positive feedback was received by those 
who required emergency services and 
hospital care. Hats off to everyone!  

Occupational Therapy Month 

October is Occupational Therapy month so a big “shout 
out” to our Occupational Therapist Kristen Easterbrook 
at WNGH. Occupational Therapists often called OTs are 
regulated health professionals and are the primary 
service providers of occupational therapy. OTs work in a 
variety of practice settings, including hospitals, schools 
and client homes, and they work to assess an 
individual’s needs and identify barriers that interfere 
with their ability to do the daily activities that are 
important to them. OTs take into consideration a 
person’s motor skills, cognitive abilities, perceptual skills, 
and metal health when determining treatment plans. 
They also consider environmental factors and complete 
task analysis when helping individuals problem solve 
barriers to activity performance. OTs play an important 
role in helping patients return home safely from hospital, 
and in helping individuals gain greater independence 
with their activities of daily living,  such as self-care, 
productivity and even leisure activities.  

Occupational Health & Safety Week 

On Monday September 23, 2019, the WNGH 
Occupational Health & Safety Committee 
launched our annual “Health & Safety Week” 
with an excellent agenda with great activities 
being held throughout the week. Fire 
extinguisher drills, compassion fatigue in the 
workplace presentations, work-related MSD 
presentations and of course our fun theme 
day on Thursday. Interactive education 
worksheets were completed by many staff. All 
staff who participated in the weeks events 
had their name put into draws for numerous 
gift cards as a token of appreciation for their 
participation. Our hats go off to the 
committee members for creating a fun action 
filled agenda that brought awareness to an 
important subject that is both the employer 
and employee’s responsibility. Join me in 
thanking our committee members: Crystale 
Renaud, Steve Lamarre, Chantal Renaud, 
Jacinthe Bouchard-Savage, Amylee Laforest, 
Mireille Mageau, Danny Putman, Kari 
Raymond, Jo-Ann Labelle and 
Arlene Lesenke. Great work everyone!! 

 

New Safety Process 

We encourage staff to be a part of the Health 
and Safety solution with identifying unsafe and 
hazardous situations. As a result, we have 
identified a new process through staff input; a 
memo with a description of a hazardous area 
along with photos and measures we are taking to 
correct the issue will be circulated to all staff.  
Most recently during an inspection, elevated 
pavement was noted between the blue and 
brown garage. As a result of our new process, 
memos with photos and measures taken have 
been shared with staff. We want and need staff 
to report hazards. Please reach out to your 
manager or any member of the Joint 
Occupational Health & Safety committee 
members for more information.  Remember 
“safety is everyone’s responsibility”. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Franco-Ontarian Day 

Green & White was proudly worn at 
the WNGH on September 25, 2019 in 
support of Franco-Ontarian day and 
the Francophone culture we are very 
fortunate to experience, living in West 
Nipissing.  

- Check out our Facebook page 
for more great photos. 

 

 

OHT Update 

The Near North Health & Wellness (NNH&W) 
OHT which is comprised of numerous health 
care agencies in the Nipissing District have 
participated in the first wave of the OHT 
application. The NNH&W OHT has been 
invited to submit a full application that will 
hopefully once approved, improve patient 
care, allow for a seamless transition 
between services and programs and 
advance our health care system with a 
digital platform that includes a patient 
portal. The full application will be submitted 
on October 9, 2019 and some organizations 
have signed intent to be a member while 
others are still at the affiliate stage. Although 
there is still much confusion on what an 
Ontario Health Team means, it appears 
most are moving forward. With years of 
experience in health care, it is my humble 
opinion that we are still another decade 
away from functioning at this level, but at 
least we are moving forward. 

Safety First For Patients 

As noted by front line staff, lighting in patient rooms at 
times was less than ideal, many thanks to the plant 
maintenance team for making wonderful changes to 
the patient rooms in the NCU and CCC unit. Patient 
rooms have a 3 way lighting system with everything 
from a night light to a high beam light for procedures 
and enhanced lighting when needed. Many thanks to 
the nursing staff for bringing this forward for 
improvement.  

 



 
 

 
 
 

  
 

Medical Device Reprocessing Week – October 13-19, 2019 

A very special thank you to an incredible team and group of committed staff that 
make a huge difference every day in the safe and quality care of our patients. MDR 
technicians have a challenging occupation which requires a Medical Device 
Reprocessing Techniques course. The job is physically demanding, there is a great 
deal to learn meticulously cleaned, disinfected, sterilized, inspected and safe for use 
on our patients. Porters greet our patients with a smile and kind words; they carefully 
transport our patients, linen and supplies throughout the hospital safely and on time. 
They keep all unit supplies stocked up, ensure products are checked for expiry dates 
and supplies are kept organized and in the correct locations. Your dedication to 
doing your very best each day is greatly appreciated! 

Healthcare Food Service Week – October 6-12, 2019 

A very special thank you to an amazing team and group of 
dedicated staff that make a huge difference every day in 
many people’s lives. Food Services is by far not an easy job, 
it requires an education, it is physically demanding, and at 
times can be quite difficult on an emotional level. Your 
dedication to doing your very best is greatly appreciated 
by so many. Staff go above and beyond to ensure that the 
food is delicious, diet restrictions are met, food is safe, 
served at the correct temperatures, on time with a smile 
and a few friendly words. This goes a long way for our 
patients and residents to feel cared for!  

Congratulations 

We would like to congratulate Tina Lecompte on the 
successful completion of her Medical Device 
Reprocessing Techniques Course! 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WNGH Halloween Spooktacular 

Annually, the hospital participates in the 
community “Kids’ Safe Halloween” event 
as an opportunity to enhance 
community partnership and safety; of 
course, we have great fun doing it!! This 
year will be no different with our 
scarecrow and pumpkin patch theme. 
We welcome all volunteers to help 
decorate the stage on October 31 in the 
afternoon, donations of costumes, 
decorations and of course donations for 
peanut-free treats. WNGH goes all out 
with Halloween annually, staff, physicians 
and departments get in the spirit! We will 
hold a group photo in the Health 
Records Department (always well done 
ladies) followed by a parade in the LTC 
and CCC units. We are looking forward 
to the wonderfully diverse costumes 
again this year! Go WNGH Go!  

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Tailgate Party a Huge 
Success 

On September 30, 2019, we held our 
3rd annual tailgate party with a pogo 
and fries topped off with a plaid and 
scarecrow theme. What a better 
way to end the summer than with 
team spirit and Monique’s pogos 
and fries. Of course, our dietary staff 
complimented the lunch with 
wonderful salads and desserts. Over 
125 staff and physicians came out to 
enjoy our appreciation tailgate 
party. Based on positive and popular 
feedback, we certainly anticipate a 
4th tailgate party next year!!  

Kudos 

Kudos goes out to Lila Rifou- Transfer nurse extraordinaire with the patients. Sending and receiving hospitals all 
appreciate your good work!!! 

Kudos goes out to Roxanne Legault-Arsenault for her excellent nursing skills, kindness and compassion in the ED! You are 
greatly appreciated by patients, colleagues and management.  

Kudos goes out to Jo-Line Paquette in Environmental Services for her dedication and attention to details with infection 
prevention & control measures! Keep up the good work Jo-Line!!  

Kudos goes out to Peter Zalomski for helping the Emergency Response Committee with the CBRN bracelets. 

Kudos goes out to Colleen Turner for greatly contributing to improve the quality of life of our patients. Colleen’s 
judgement and expertise regarding gastric tubes and feeds is instrumental at the WNGH. 

Our final kudos goes out to Sharon Baptiste, NCU Clerk; your presence at the desk makes a wonderful difference with 
your colleagues, physicians and patients! Great work Sharon.  

 

Sympathy 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to France Primrose for the recent loss of her 
grandfather Aimé Poirier.  

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Pauline Mcmurray and Joanne Robert 
for the recent loss of their uncle Aimé Poirier.  


