
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bienvenue/Aaniin/Welcome 

A hearty welcome goes out to Michelle Miron our 
new part-time Dietary Aide in Food Services. 

A warm welcome goes out to Jessy Boudreau. A 
temporary part-time Mental Health Worker at the 
Alliance Centre.  Happy to have you back. 

A heartfelt welcome goes out to Karen Savage a 
temporary part-time Dietary Aide in Food 
Services.   

An equally warm welcome goes out to Janice 
Pottruff. Janice is a temporary full-time Health 
Records Technician. 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“May the luck of the Irish be with you in 2019” 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Hockey Day at WNGH 

On Friday Feb 8, 2019 many staff members 
were donning their favorite jersey.  There 
was still a lot of controversy between the 
Leaf and Habs fans….who had the most 
jerseys?  We also have a new Boston fan; 
Francine Servant McLeod has taken over 
Leo’s long tenure as the Bruin fan at 
WNGH. It was a wonderful way to 
celebrate the great Canadian game we 
all love!! 

 

 
Veterans honored at WNGH 

All Veterans who provide proof of being a 
veteran will be provided with a token for 
free parking upon accessing health care at 
the WNGH.  This request has come from the 
Royal Canadian Legion and has most 
certainly warmed our hearts.  Without a 
doubt it is the right thing to do for those 
who fought for our country years ago and 
in the most recent years.  A policy will be 
distributed throughout the hospital to 
support this offering and to outline the 
process.  A little token of our appreciation, 
which I hope goes a long way. 
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WNGH Funding Announcement 

The WNGH has been applying for, and receiving 
HIRF funding in various amount to address 
infrastructure projects for many years.  Over the 
past three (3) years we have been fortunate to 
receive very generous exceptional funding for 
these large and incredibly important projects. 
Over the past 10 years through a board 
approved 10 year Capital Plan we have begun 
replacing and renewing many items which were 
installed in 1977 during the construction of our 
hospital.  Our Capital Plan which is about $1M 
per year has to pay for many types of upgrades, 
replacements and equipment. In 2016-2017 we 
applied for some exception funding in addition 
to our regular HIRF application in order to replace 
our aged roof. We were successfully awarded this 
funding.  In 2017-2018 we applied for, and were 
awarded both HIRF and exceptional funding to 
help pay for the first phase of replacing our 40 
year old heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC) system.  

This year (2018-2019) we again received HIRF and 
exception funding to complete the HVAC project 
so that most of our HVAC system will be new, 
reliable, efficient and code complaint. Although 
often taken for granted, a reliable HVAC system is 
very important as it ensures that patients and 
staff are warm in the winter and cooler in the 
summer months.  A new HVAC system also 
provides adequate fresh air, good ventilation 
and is an important aspect of good infection 
control in a health care facility. 

Despite that we recognize other challenges and 
issues this money must be spent as intended and 
as applied for.  The Ministry requires an annual 
settlement report to account for all monies 
granted to WNGH and other hospitals. When the 
summer finally arrives, we will all be very grateful 
for this new HVAC system. 

PSW shortage in West Nipissing 

There is lots of conversation on the PSW 
shortage in West Nipissing, which is 
similar to the PSW shortage across the 
province.  We are working locally in 
collaboration with College Boreal, 
Canadore College, CTS, Au Chateau, 
Community Living West Nipissing and 
provincially with OHA and HFO on this 
significant challenge.  Not only are we 
short PSW’s in hospitals and LTC homes 
but there is a significant shortage in the 
community which is resulting in patients 
not being able to be discharged home 
safely.  This is keeping patients in hospital 
longer, increasing our length of stays 
and affecting patient flow between 
district, regional and small hospitals. PSW 
are the eyes and ears of our patients 
and they play a very important role in 
the healthcare system and in patient 
care. This shortage has reached the 
levels of the Minister of Health, health 
advisors and Premier Doug Ford.  Stay 
tuned for some additional conversation 
on this challenge and hopefully some 
innovative solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Health & Wellness Committee update 

All staffs were entered into a draw for 4 
gifts cards on Valentine’s Day, a little 
something to enjoy with their special 
someone.  As well the committee is look 
ahead and planning a new activity for 
June….stay tuned everyone will enjoy 
this! Don’t forget to come out and enjoy 
the nutrition wellness breaks with our 
very own dietitian Colleen Turner, who is 
always preparing a healthy and 
delicious snack/treat for us.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sympathy 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Gisele 
Mcleod  with the recent passing of her father 
in law William Mcleod. Our thoughts are with 
you and your family during this sad time. 

As well, our deepest sympathy goes out to 
Lise Spooner with the recent passing of her 
uncle Hector Paquette. 

 

March is Nutrition Month 

During the month of March Colleen Turner 
our Registered Dietitian will be hosting several 
activities related to nutrition and the 
campaign “unlock the potential in food”.  
Dietitian’s day will be celebrated on March 
20, 2019, Colleen like other dietitians cross 
Canada are credible sources of information 
on food and nutrition. 

 

Kudos Korner 

A group kudos goes out to all our PSW, 
thank you for being a valuable part of the 
healthcare team. 

Kudos to Myriam Legault PA, our ED 
patients are very appreciative of your 
great work. 

Kudos to Dr. Ben Lalonde on behalf of the 
endoscopy patients, we receive very 
positive comments on their experience in 
the endoscopy suite. 

Kudos to Lise Spooner in environmental 
services for her great work, keep it up!! 

 

 

A Note from our Dietitian  
 

March is Nutrition Month! This year’s theme 
is “Unlock the Potential of Food” and is all 
about exploring the different roles nutrition 

and food can play in our lives. Food is 
about fuel and energizing your body but it 

also plays an important role in heating 
and preventing chronic diseases. Food 

also has the potential to bring us together 
whether it be with family, friends or co-
workers it plays a big role in our social 
lives. Food goes beyond fuel and the 

focus of this Nutrition Month is to help you 
discover the full potential of food. Keep 
your eyes out for weekly Nutrition Month 

specials on the cafeteria menu and 
weekly Wellness Breaks from our 

Registered Dietitian! 
 

 


